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Lutheran Campus Ministry of 
Fresno is a ministry of the 
ELCA in cooperation with 

other Christian partners in The 
Central Valley, seeking to 

engage, equip and encourage 
students, faculty and Fresno 

community members to be 
agents of love in the world.  
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559-224-9051 
lcmfresno.org 
 

Find us on face book:  
Lutheran Campus Ministry of 
Fresno  

 

Do you know of any young adults headed to or already studying at Fresno State, City 
College, Fresno Pacific or any other Fresno area post secondary schools? Or perhaps 
living locally and working?  
 
Please encourage them to get ahold of Pastor Paul, or, with permission, share their email 
address or phone number with him.  
 
 

 

 

 

*The warp and weft are opposites 
that are woven together to create a 

tapestry, just as God merges  
our varied gifts to produce  

acts of love.  

Hope  
The past year has been a whirlwind of emotions: confusion, fear, and doubt all trying to stake a claim in my mind. 
From the moment I turned in my thesis last March, the world shifted around me or maybe it was me and not the 
world that changed. I knew there was no going back, and yet I didn’t feel ready for what was ahead either. Since 
then, there has not been a day that has passed in which the words must, find, and job have not crossed my mind. 

Then, out of the blue, I got a text message from Paul of Lutheran Campus Ministry of Fresno inviting me, as 
a graduate, to go on the spring break service trip. Weeks later, as I slid into the middle back seat of Paul’s Nissan 
Versa for the first time, I wondered just what I had been thinking when I agreed to spend the next three days with 
four men. However, hours later when we pulled up to the so-called “Pink Craftsmen” house that we would be 
staying in for the next few days in downtown Eureka, I commented on the fact that it resembled a doll house only 
to find that my comment was met with general consensus from the group. Moreover, the small blue bedroom just 
off the kitchen screaming my name only further assured me that my presence there was justified. 

The next day I found myself shoveling wood chips into the playground area and pulling weeds from the 
new Bocce court at a local school-turned-community-center. Later, when it seemed as though all the weeds had 
been pulled from the court, I was told to relax and enjoy myself by playing some Bocce. However, I had spent the 
last several months relaxing and enjoying myself. Hence, relaxation was not an option in that moment. After a 
quick glance around the facility, I noticed that the cracks in the Basketball courts were infested with weeds. So, I 
grabbed a shovel and put myself to work until I could work no longer (well, more like until Paul proclaimed my 
services as a slave no longer necessary that day). As I was about to leave, two local boys started playing Bocce. One 
of the administrators by the name of Heidi immediately rushed out to take their picture upon seeing them and 
proclaimed them the first among many to use the courts. Even though the task of de-weeding those courts had 
seemed rather unfulfilling at the time, the enthusiasm that emitted from Heidi upon seeing them in use almost 
made it worthwhile.   

The following morning I woke up well-rested and sore in my legs, arms, and lower back, but there was no 
time for complaints as I had a new task to tackle that day. I spent most of that day pulling the treacherous invasive 
plant species known as English Ivy from a forested region the Trinidad coast. The task was tedious and yet 
satisfactory due to the visibility of the progress we had made. Moreover, there was absolutely no threat of running 
out of something to do due to the astronomical amount of English Ivy that flourished in that region. That evening, 
as I got into bed, my muscles screamed, my eyelids were heavy, and my mind was empty. It was perfect. 

The next afternoon, as I watched Paul’s Nissan turn off my street, I found myself truly alone for the first 
time in three days and realized the word “job” had not crossed my mind once in that time. When I had agreed to 
go, it was not for the company or the destination or even the community service, although all those things were 
certainly benefits. No, it was for myself. I needed this. 

I walked through my front door feeling more alive than I had in months. It was both energizing and 
addicting, and it seemed to be coming from a source that would never run dry. It reminded me of what I had been 
missing these past months and what was out there waiting for me to find: hope. 
       Megan  
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In March of 2015 five of us from LCM Fresno headed north for a Spring Break Service trip. What follows is a 
reflection from Megan, a 2014 graduate who joined us. She is bold enough to admit that her motives for coming on 
the trip were not selfless; she attended the trip to tend to her own needs. And that’s okay!  
 
Megan provides us a perfect reminder of the ebb and flow of life and faith; we have high points and low points, times 
of comfort and times of crippling uncertainty. But no matter what space we occupy, as Megan discovered during her 
brief trip, our communities of faith help breath life into us by reminding us of the always certain hope we have in 
Christ. May we each, as people of God, be served and uplifted by Christ’s hope even while we strive to be leaders 
and servants ourselves.  

Want to stay more connected to LCM Fresno?  
Warp and Weft only goes out twice a year. If you’d like to receive periodic email updates and  
invitations to special worship experience and events, sign up here:  
http://eepurl.com/bjMeIb 



Lutheran Campus Ministry is only able to carry on our 
important and inspiring work through the support of 
congregations and individuals.  
Please consider how you might be able to support us 
with a one time or reoccurring gift. If you wish to 
support LCM, fill out, detach and send the following 
“form” to:   
 
LCM Fresno 
2311 E Shaw Ave 

Lutheran Campus Ministry of Fresno is an extension of the ministry of our local congregations and seeks to 
augment the great faith nurturing work that is already being done in the Fresno community. We strive to serve our neighbors, 
to be a resource to the University community, and to help students grow in faith.  

TAPESTRY (Wed@6:30 in the summer; moving to Thu this fall) 
Tapestry is our weekly student gathering at which young adults come together for food, fellowship, conversation, 
devotion and prayer. It is a space for students to tackle questions of faith, build community, and develop 
collaboration and leadership skills as they plan service events and other community efforts. And it’s a space to 
unwind, relax and have fun as we host movie and game nights and other special events.  

Lutheran Campus Ministry of Fresno  
2311 E. Shaw Ave. Fresno, CA 93710 (559) 224-9051 

EXPANDING MINDS...DEEPENING FAITH...INSPIRING SERVICE 
 

My commitment to support God’s work through Lutheran Campus Ministry is 
  $________(check one) month           ; quarter       ; annual___; one – time gift        .  
 

Name_______________________________________________Phone___________________ 
 

Address__________________________________City____________ State___ Zip_________ 
 

Signature______________________________e-mail________________________________ 
 

Congregation______________________________  LCM alumni?_____ 

Various pictures from Spring semester happenings, including:  
Vintage Days Booth, Easter Vigil “Art” worship, Creative work during Tapestry 

and the Spring Break 
Service Trip 

 

Darcy Jensen Scholarship 
 
In honor of the great work done by former 
campus pastor Darcy Jensen, a scholarship was 
established after his death. Each year LCM 
Fresno awards one graduating high school senior 
a generous award of $1,000. Half of this 
scholarship comes from LCM Fresno’s budget, 
and the other half comes from donations made 
specifically to the  
Darcy Jensen scholarship fund.  
 
Unfortunately we received no applications for 
the scholarship this year. The money currently 
collected for the scholarship will simply remain 
in the fund, to be distributed in the future.  
 
Please invite young people in your life who 
exhibit Christian service and love to apply for 
this scholarship in the early spring of their 
senior year of high school.  

BULL DOG PANTRY:  
 
Bulldog pantry finished another 
successful year of feeding the 
hungry in our community. This 
organization is lead by a small 
group of leaders, including several 
SIS students from Fresno State. 
It is with both sad and joyous 
hearts that the leadership team 
congratulates Daniel Hernandez 
on his graduation and thanks him 
for his many years of volunteering 
with the pantry, including three 
years of priceless leadership.  
 
This student run endeavor to 
tackle food insecurity continues 
to rely on the generosity of 
groups and individuals. One simple 
way you can help is by voting for 
us in Fleet Feet Fresno’s upcoming 
“Power of Running for Good” 
contest. Follow them on facebook 
or Twitter and when the ballots 
open, vote for Bulldog Pantry!  

LCM WISH LIST:  
 
These are items that fall outside of 
our budget, but which would bless 
some new community engagement ideas 
LCM  has for the coming academic 
year.  
 
- Two 4-6 quart crock pots  
 
- a book shelf (in good condition)  
 
- a portable sound system  
(ie. Fender Passport Conference PA 
System, retail $399 on amazon.com)  
  
- a chain-link gate  

NEW THIS FALL:   
A monthly “Dinner Worship” in place of Tapestry (Third Thursdays) and a monthly Bible Study (awesome catchy name 
to follow) at restaurant near Fresno State (Second Tuesdays).  
 
Additionally, there will be periodic special worship opportunities, social events, student pallned service projects, and 
a spring break service trip to San Francisco.  


